Inhibin has been defined as a water-soluble hormone of gonadal origin that inhibits the secretion of follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH) from the pituitary1). In male animals,the most likely source is the Sertoli cell in the testis2-4). Human5-7), bull8-11) and goat12) seminal plasma also have inhibin-like activity. Although the seminal inhibin activity seems to be a testicular origin,a possibility that accessory reproductive glands have to do with it in part remains in human13) and bull14).We have suggested that the inhibin activity in goat seminal plasma originates exclusively from the testis in the male goat 15)
The aim of the present study is to obtain an information on the pathway of appearance of inhibin activity in goat seminal plasma by measuring the activity in rete testis fluid,caput and cauda epididymal plasma,and seminal plasma. Bioassay for inhibin activity Inhibin activity was estimated by mouse pituitary incubation bioassay as previously detailed15 '16) ,except that the mice were used at 20-day-old weighing 10 g. Pituitaries were pre-incubated for 30 min,:then stimulated by LH-R .H for 3.h following co-incubation with serial diluted samples for 1 h.All samples were assayed at the same time (n=6) with the 3 times repeat.Both intra-and inter-a .ssay CVs.based on the control pooled goat seminal plasma (10 iul) were whitin 15.0%.Inhibin activity was expressed as a suppression rate (%) of FSH-release from the pituitary.
Radioimmunoassay
The FSH concentrations in media of the pituitary incubation were measured in duplicate by double antibody methods using NIAMDD rat hormone kit.The preparation FSH-l-6 was used for iodination and FSH-S-11 was used as the antibody. The FSH concentrations were expressed with reference to NIAMDD rat FSH -RP-2.
The sensitivity of the assay was 1 ng/mi,and the intra-and inter-assay CVs were 5 .2 and 8.0%,respectively. 
